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PENNSYLVANIA AND MARYLAND BOUNDARIES. 

The dispute between the proprietors of Pennsylvania and Maryland re- 
garding the boundary lines of their respective provinces as they existed in 
1682, that is, when the present State of Delaware was considered as a part 
of Pennsylvania, has more than once been the subject of investigation. The 
most important papers which have been published relating to the early 
stages of this controversy are the charters of Maryland and Pennsylvania, 
and Penn's letter to the Lords of Plantation and Trade, dated August, 1683. 
These, with some papers printed in the Breviat of the case between the 
Penns and Lord Baltimore, together with well-known law reports and some 
useful notes in Chalmers's Political Annals, the author of which had access 
to the archives of the State Paper Office, have been the chief guides of 
historians. 

We now give to our readers Lord Baltimore's account of what took place 
between him and Markham previous to Penn's arrival, and of his, Balti- 
more's, first interview with Penn, together with Markham's answer to Bal- 
timore. To these we shall add in the form of notes several hitherto unpub- 
lished papers relating to the subject. In printing these documents we have 
been obliged to spell out some of the words which are abbreviated in the 
originals, as the contractions used could not be expressed in type. The 
original manuscripts of the papers here given are in the State Paper Office, 
London. Lord Baltimore's detailed account of his meeting with Penn at 
Col. Taylor's is too long to permit of its being printed in the present number 
of the Magazine. 

For the benefit of those who are unacquainted with the origin of this dis- 
pute we will briefly relate the facts as we understand them. 

The royal patent issued to Cecilius Lord Baltimore in 1632 gave to him 
all of tke Delaware peninsula north of a line drawn east from Watkins 
Point on the Chesapeake to the Atlantic Ocean, and south of the fortieth 
degree of latitude. He was also to have that portion of land west of the 
Chesapeake which lay south of the fortieth degree, bounded on the south 
and west by the Potomac River. The eastern portion of his grant was 
spoken of in the charter as bordering on the bay of Delaware, and the 
whole is described as being not " yet cultivated or planted" by a Christian 
people. It afterwards appeared that the Dutch as early as 1631 had made 
a settlement on the Delaware on land purchased of the natives in 1629. 
This settlement was destroyed by the Indians. The Swedes settled there in 
1638, and remained unmolested until 1655, when they were conquered by 
the Dutch of New Amsterdam who claimed the territory under the purchase 
of 1629. In 1664, the New Netherlands became the property of James 
Duke of York, under a grant from his brother Charles II., and the Delaware 



Pennsylvania and Maryland Boundaries. 413 

settlements were a portion of this gift. The Dutch repossessed themselves 
of New Netherlands in 1673, but in fifteen months were again compelled to 
yield possession to the Duke of York. It is doubtful if the phraseology of 
the Maryland charter would have served to secure the Swedes posses- 
sion of the west bank of Delaware Bay had Baltimore made any vigorous 
attempt to expel them, or had he been a favorite at court. Such, however, 
was not the case, and when the territory came to be governed by the Duke 
of York, Baltimore seems to have abandoned his claim. 

Penn's charter for a territory west of the Delaware was issued in 1681. 
His southern boundary was the fortieth degree of latitude, with the excep- 
tion of that portion which would fall within a circle of twelve miles radius 
around New Castle. This exception was made to protect the Duke of York's 
colony. Great ignorance existed when both patents were issued as to where 
the fortieth degree would fall. When Baltimore's grant was made it was 
supposed that the fortieth degree would cross the Delaware Bay, and on a 
map he issued in 1635 it is given much more to the south than its true loca- 
tion. When Penn's grant was made the advisers of the tords of Trade 
thought the line would intersect a circle of twelve miles around New Castle, 
whereas it will be remembered it crosses the present city of Philadelphia. 
Indeed from the papers we now print it is tolerably clear that Charles Cal- 
vert, the son of Cecilius, was not aware, until 1682, that Upland, the present 
Chester, was south of the fortieth degree. 

Having obtained from the Duke of York grants for his Delaware colonies, 
Penn sailed for America in 1682. Whatever politic reasons may have pre- 
vented Cecilius Lord Baltimore from advancing his claims in opposition to 
those of the Duke of York, they had no influence with his son Charles when 
he found the Duke had parted with his Delaware colonies. The following 
papers will show the condition of affairs when Penn landed, and what im- 
mediately followed. Penn's anxiety to obtain control of the Delaware Eiver 
and Bay will be fully understood when it is remembered how all-important 
in those days water communications were to the success of colonial enter- 
prises. That he fully appreciated this is evident from the fact that when he 
first sketched the bounds of his province he asked for five degrees that he 
might have an outlet on the lakes, and enjoy a trade with Canada, and when 
Sir John Werden proposed that the circle around New Castle should be of 
twenty or thirty miles radius, Penn said he would then have " so very little 
river left" as to interfere with the improvement of his province. He also 
endeavored to obtain from Baltimore a port on the Chesapeake, arguing 
that the trade he would draw to it would benefit both their colonies. 

In 1685 the right the Duke of York had to the western shore of Dela- 
ware Bay was confirmed by the Lords of Trade, and only the western half 
of the peninsula was given to Lord Baltimore. The southern boundary 
of Pennsylvania, not being of immediate importance, was left undefined. 
When finally settled it seems to have been adjusted on the principle that, 
when the well-known geographical points mentioned in the patents conflicted 
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with imaginary lines, the former should take precedence. Lord Baltimore's 
charter bounded his province on the east by the Delaware Bay, and it was 
decided that it could not extend so far north as to border on the river. 
Penn's charter limited his province by a line which would intersect a circle 
of twelve miles radius around New Castle, and there it was allowed to rest. 
After tedious litigations the final settlement of this question was by com- 
promise. In 1763-7 the lines between the provinces were run by Mason and 
Dixon. The illustration we give is a view of one of the original stones 
erected by them at intervals of five miles to mark the boundaries. It has 
been presented, by a friend of the Society, as a suitable illustration for the 
magazine during this anniversary season. The stone stands four miles south 
of Oxford, Chester County, Pa. The arms of Lord Baltimore are on the 
side opposite to that given in the picture, and face towards Maryland. The 
stone is of granite. It is 6 inches thick, 12 inches broad, and projects 
about 18 or 24 inches above the surface of the ground. It is the silent wit- 
ness of the peaceful settlement of a vexed question, and a memorial of one 
which was ended only by civil strife. 

A Narrative of the whole proceedings betwixt the Lord Baltemore 
and Capt Wm. Markham Deputy Govornor under Wm. Penn 
Esqr. as also betwixt the Lord Baltemore and the Said Penn. 

His Majesty haveing been Gratiously pleased to give to Mr. 
Wm. Penn a tract of land in America to the forward of 
Maryland the Said Perm in Aprill 1681 sends one Capt. Wm. 
Markham his kinsman to be his Deputy: And towards the 
latter End of August following Capt. Wm. Markham came 
to Maryland with a Letter from Mr. Penn to the Lord Bal- 
temore ;* And at the same time brought another from his 
most Sacred Majesty beareing date the 2d day of Aprill in the 
three and thirtith of his Majesty's Reigne. 2 The Lord Bal- 

1 See p. 463. 

2 Letter to the Ld. Baltemore abt Mr Penn. 

Right Trusty & Welbeloved Wee greet you well Whereas by Our Letters 
Patents bearing date the 4th day of March last past Wee have been 
graciously pleased out of Our Royall Bounty, & the singular regard Wee 
have to the merits and Services of Sr William Penn deceased to give & 
grant to Our Trusty & Wellbeloved Subject William Pen Esqr son & heir 
to the said Sr William Penn a certain Tract of Land in America by the 
name of Pensilvania, as the same is bounded on the East by Delaware 
River from twelve miles distance Northward of New Castle Towne unto ye 
43d Degree of Northern Latitude, if the said River doth extend so farr 
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temore haveing perused the Kings Letter as also that from 
Mr. Perm, the said Markham was assured by the Lord Balte- 
more that the Kings Commands should be readily and very 
Speedily obeyed and by that means Mr. Penn's desires and 
request would be likewise eomplyed with, the Said Pen 
haveing by his* letter requested that the Lord Baltemore 
would give all ye dispatch possible in the buissnes of the 
Bounds. But by reason of the great heats then in August 
Capt. Markham happen'd to fall Dangerously ill, and because 
the Lord Baltemore was willing to embrace all opportunity's 
of expressing his great friend shipp respect and kindnesse to 
Mr. Penn, he invited Capt. Markham to his house where he 

Northward and if the said River shall not extend so farr Northward, then 
by the said River so farr as it doth extend ; And from the Head of the said 
River the Eastern Bounds to be determined by a Meridian Line to be 
drawn from the head of ye said River unto the said 43d Degree ; the said 
Province to extend Westward five degrees in longitude to be computed from 
ye said Eastern Bounds, & to be bounded on the North by the beginning of 
the 43 degree of Northern Latitude, And on the South by a Circle drawn at 
twelve Miles distance from New Castle Northward & Westward unto the 
beginning of ye 40th Degree of Northern Latitude, & then by a straight 
Line Westward to the limit of longitude above mentioned, as bye Our said 
Letters Patents doth particularly appear ; And to ye end yt all due encour- 
agement be given to the said Wm Penn in the settlement of a Plantation 
within the said County, Wee do hereby recommend him his Deputies & 
Officers employed by him to your friendly Aid & assistance, willing & re- 
quiring you to doe him all the Offices of good neighbourhood and amicable 
correspondence which may tend to ye mutnall benefitt of Our Subjects 
within Our Provinces under your respective Proprieties. And more espe- 
cially wee do think fitt yt in order hereunto you do appoint wth all con- 
venient speed some person or persons who may in conjunction with the Agent 
or Agents, of ye said William Penn make a true division & separation of 
ye said Provinces of Maryland & Pensilvania according to the bounds & 
degree of Northern Latitude expressed in Our said Letters Patents, by 
setling & fixing certain Land Marks where they shall appear to border upon 
each other for ye preventing and avoiding all doubts and controversies that 
may otherwise happen concerning the same and Wee &c Whitehall Apll 
2d in ye 33d year of Our Reign 

By His Majesty's Command 

Cox WAY. 

To Our Rt &c Charles Ld Baltemore Proprietary of Our Province of 
Maryland. 
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Continued very Dangerously ill for the Space of three weekes 
& better ; Sometime in September the Said Markham grew 
So well that he resolved to returne, to Delaware, and before 
he parted with the Lord Baltemore they both agreed to meet 
the 16th of Octbr. next following in ordr to take observa- 
tione for the Ascertaining the 40th degree of ISTortherne 
Latitude, the Said Markham haveing promised and assur'd 
the Lord Baltemore that he would send to E"ew Yorke to 
borrow of one Coll Lewis Morris there a Sextile of Six or 
Seaven foote Padies, being the only fitt Instrument yt could 
be heard of. Capt. Markham meeting with a long passage 
up Chesepeack Bay writes to the Lord Baltemore that he 
could not possibly attend the 16th as had been agreed on, 
but desired it might be on the 26th of October ; But soone 
after that came another Letter from Capt. Markham, wherein 
he gave the Lord Baltemore advice that he was relaps'd and 
so ill that he should not be able to attend the buissnes of 
the Bounds till the Spring — Whilst the Said Markham was 
Said to be thus ill, many reports were given out by the friends 
(Vulgarly called quakers) both of Maryland as well as those 
of Pensyllvania that the Degree of forty Northerly Latitude 
would be as lowe as Pooles Island in the Bay of Cheseapeack, 
And it Seemes, that Mr. Penn had beene so farr Possest 
therewith, that he Made bold to write a letter dated the 16th 
of September 1681 and directed the Same to James Frisby, 
Edward Jones, Aug. Herman, George Oulfield, Henry Ward 
and Henry Johnson Att their Plantations in Pensilvania, for 
so was the letter Superscribed. 1 The contents of which being 
that, as he was confident and ready to beleeve their were within 
his bounds, they should not pay any more taxes or Sessments 
by any order or law of Maryland &c. This letterso Alarumn'd 
the Inhabitants of Baltemore and Ccecill Countys that they 
Immediately refused paying their Levys which had been 
assessed by a Law past but two months afore this happen'd. 
Notice hereof being given to the Lord Baltemore and his 
Councill, Orders were immediatly issued out to the Millitary 
Officers of the Said Countys to assist the respective Sheriffs 

1 See Pa. Archives, Yol. I. p. 38. 
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in the due executione of their Office, and with great difficulty 
it was that some of the Inhabitants were made to comply 
with the then Publique Levy, though the partys to whom 
that letter was particularly directed gave little Creditt to it; 
being confident that Mr. Perm had been misinformed as twill 
Sufficiently appeare both he and many others have bin in 
relation to the fortith Degree of Northerne Latitude : The 
trouble, and indeed Sedition that the said letter had occa- 
tion'd for some little time made the Lord Baltemore judge it 
Absolutely necessary to have the bounds Speedily fixt. But 
Capt. Markham was said to have a tertian or quartan Ague 
so that the Lord Baltimore could not procure the settlement 
of the Bounds as he then desir'd. Sometime after this reports 
came downe to the Lord Baltemore that one Wm. Hague 1 
a quaker and much employ'd by Mr. Penn, had taken obser- 
vations att the Head of the Bay which very much dissatisfied 
ye Said Hague and other friends ; for upon those observations 
it was then given out by the Quakers that if the Degree of 
forty did not afford Wm. Penn a harbour he would be for'ct 
to buy one of Baltemore or otherwise that their Shipps must 
Enter and Cleer in Maryland. The Said Hague in a short 
time after this came to the Lord Baltemore's house on Pa- 
tuxent River where amongst other discourse the Lord Bal- 
temore askt the Said Hague whether he had not taken Some 
observations att Elk River for his private satisfaction, w^hich 
Haigue own'd, but with all pretended that the Instrument 
was So Small that there could be no Certainty. The Lord 
Baltemore prest no further but told the Said Haigue he 
should be glad that Markham were well, for that he had 
Severall reasons to presse for a dispatch of the buisnesse of. 
the Bounds, that the quiett and peace of Maryland very much 
required it. The 14th of May (82) the Lord Baltemore writt 
a Letter to Capt. Markham who he understood to be well to 
signifie that he appointed the 10th of June to meet him with 
persons to Settle the Bounds ; to which letter the Said Mark- 

1 William Haige, one of Perm's Commissioners. His commission, em- 
powering him to act with Crispin, Bezer, and Allen, is printed in Hazard's 
Annals, p. 637. 
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ham gave answer and with assurance that he would not faile 
to meet ye Lord Baltemore att Mr. Augustine Herman's 
Plantation on Bohoernia river which was the place the Lord 
Baltemore appointed to meet him. But some disturbance 
about that time happening in Virginia the Lord Baltemore 
did not think it prudent nor indeed Safe for his Province to be 
att any distance from Patomeck River, over which the Muti- 
neers in Virginia threatened to Come to Cutt up the Tabaccoes 
in Maryland as they had done in Some Countys of Virginia. 
The Lord Baltemore therefore Sent away Commissioners who 
were precisely on the 10th June att Augustine Herman's 
Plantation, but neither finding Capt. Wm. Markham nor any 
person else there from him, they Immediatly writt to him 
and sent their letter by an expressed But to that no answer 
was given nor to a second they writt, though both (as can 
be proved) came Speedily to ye said Markham, who to be out 
of ye way att that time pretended buissnese att New Yorke. 
When the Commissioners had expected Some dayes and 
finding no hopes of seeing Markham, they for the Lord 
Baltemores Satisfaction made three Severall observations, in 
which they differ'd not above a Minute or two. 2 

1 A letter from James Sanderlands and Robert Wade to Markham, who 
was at Upland, dated June 12, 1682, is printed in Pa. Archives, Vol. I. p. 
46. It shows that Markham had sent word to Baltimore that he could 
not meet the Commissioners, but his message, according to Markham's state- 
ment here printed, was not received by Baltimore until after the Commis- 
sioners had started. 

2 Extract of a Letter to the Ld Baltemore from the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by his Lordship to settle the bounds between Maryland §* Pen- 
sylvania. June 17. 1682 

Wee have taken three severall observations & in all of them have not 
differed two minutes & wee find Mr Augustin Hermans house to lye in the 
latitude of 30d. & 45m : so that your Lordship has 15m. yet from hence due 
North which will go not farr short of Upland & this differs very little from 
their own observation lately taken as wee are credibly informed wee have 
used our endeavors in letting all here know of your Lordship's Desire to have 
the bounds determined & all seem much satisfied with your Lordship's pro- 
ceedings much blaming Mr. Markham that after so many flourishes he should 
bee thus backward ; Wee question but ye Lines will fall to answer yor Lord- 
ship's expectacons & our true endeavors shall not be wanting to give your 
Lordship satisfaction. 
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After this, they being neer New Castle, they had a Curi- 
osity to see yt Towne, and being there they were told there 
was a Sloope newly arrived from New Yorke that had brought 
the Instrument which Capt. Markham had sent to Coll 
Lewis Morris for. With some difficulty and many entreaties 
they persuaded the Master of the Sloope to permitt them the 
use of it, and with it in a very Cleer day being on the 27th 
of June 1682 they found the Latitude of the place of obser- 
vation which was in the Towne, to be thirty nine degrees 
forty odd Minutes. 

After the taking of this observation the Comissrs. return M 
and then Markham sent Letters excuseing his being absent, 
and signified that he would be ready when ever the Lord 
Baltemore would appoint a second time. Upon this the 
Lord Baltemore by letters signified to Capt. Markham that 
he would not faile to be up att Augustine Hermans some 
time September following, but a day Certaine could not be 
fixt by the Lord Baltemore in regard as he signified by his 
Letter to the said Markham that two of his Artists, were 
then ill. But on the 12th of Septembr. the Lord Baltemore 
sett saile from Patuxent up the Bay And on the 14th the 
Lord Baltemore mett att Major Peeter Sawyers a Letter from 
Capt. Markham Dated the 8th of the same Month, wherein 
he possitively promised and assur'd the Lord Baltemore that 
he would attend His Comeing. This Letter put the Lord 
Baltemore out of all Doubts assureing himselfe that Mark- 
ham would not be guilty of such Incivilities and Indecencies 
as he had offer'd the Commissioners. On the 19th of Septem- 
ber the Lord Baltemore being arriv'd att Elk River he sent 
a Letter to Markham to give him notice of his being there. 

On the 20th his Lordpp writt to the said Markam againe; 
after writeiug that letter the Lord Baltemore being Certainely 
Adviz'd that Markham was gone up Delaware, and finding 
little roome and want of severall Conveniency's att Mr. Her- 
mans the Lord Baltemore with about twelve Gentlemen in 
Company with him in all not above twenty persons went the 
21st to New Castle where staying till the 23rd and heareing 
no News of Markham's Comeing though it was proved he 
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had reed, both the Lord Baltemore's Letters, his Lordpp the 
said 23rd in the Evening proeur'd boates and that night 
reaeht Upland and tooke his quarters in Capt Markhams 
Lodgeings who, his Lordpp was told, was Newly gon up to 
Burlington in East New Jersy, being gon after his receipt 
of his Lordpps first Letter of the 19th September. 

Sunday morning being the 24th very early Markham came 
into the Creeke att Upland, and was not a little Amazed to 
understand that the Lord Baltemore was there. About tenn 
of the Clock that Morning Capt Markham Came to see the 
Lord Baltemore but with such a disordered Countenance and 
odd behaviour as was Easily perceiv'd by all the Company. 
The Lord Baltemore not seemeing to take any notice of the 
confusion he saw him in, desir'd of Capt Markham that he 
might see the New Instrument for Observatione which he 
heard Mr. Penn had sent him the which he readily yielded to; 
but for want of some small glasses, which the said Markham 
said Wm, Haigue had taken away the Instrument could not 
be made use of, so then the Lord Baltemore requested he 
might see the Instrument Coll Lewis Morris had Lent, which 
was Likewise brought forth by one Richard Noble a Quaker 
who sett the same up and it being a very Cleer day observa- 
tione was taken therewith by the said Noble as Likewise by 
those Artists the Lord Baltemore had with him, and they 
all agreed that ye Latitude of Upland was by that Sextile of 
Coll Morris in 39 degrees 47 Minutes and five Seconds. After 
the takeing of this observation the Lord Baltemore told Capt 
Markham that Since the degree of North Latitude would be 
about 12 miles more due North from Upland it would be 
necessary to goe up Delaware river to see where forty did 
Cutt the said river. But the said Markham by the advice 
of Haigue (who seem'd to Governe more then Markham) 
declin'd that proposition giveing very Slight reasons for his 
refuseall, but told the Lord Baltemore that he was ready to goe 
to the heads of any of the rivers in the Bay to take the fortith 
Degree of North Latitude, and to assure the Lord Balte- 
more of that, he Immediattly gave it under his hand which 
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the Lord Baltimore has ready to produce. 1 The 25th of Sep- 
tember being munday the Lord Baltemore resolv'd to take his 
leave att Upland, and in the Afternoone the Lord Baltemore. 
Capt Markham and above forty more being att the landing 
in order to take Boate the Lord Baltemore spoke to the said 
Markham thus. You are sensible, Capt. Markham, that by 
an Observatione taken yesterday that this Plantation is in 
39° — 47 — and Some Seconds, and must therefore be sensible 
that I am here about twelve Miles to the Southward of the 
Degree of forty, which is my North Bounds as the Same is 
Mr. Penns South Bounds. Therefore Afore you and all the 
rest here present I lay Claime to this place and as farr futher 
as the degree of forty will reach, to this Capt. Markham 
replyed nothing, but immediatly conducted the Lord Balte- 
more to the boat, assureing the Lord Baltemore that he 
would not faile the next day being ye 26th to be att New 
Castle w T ith Coll Lewis Instrument which the Lord Baltemore 
desired and the said Markham likewise promised faithfully 
to bring with him to the end the degree of forty might be 
taken att the head of the Bay. The 26th and 27th the Lord 
Baltemore waited at New Castle for Markham, but finding 
that there was no hopes of seeing him the Lord Baltemore 
return'd to Mr. Augustine Hermans, and thither came a Letter 
from Markham, signifying that the persons most Concerned 
for the Goverment would nowise Consent that he should meet 
as he had given under his hand, by Giveing this reason that 
the Quakers were very much disordr'd by the Lord Balte- 
mores laying Claime to a place called Chichester about three 
or four Miles below Upland. 2 This beeng all yt was done in 
relation to ye buisnesse of the Bounds Notwithstanding his 
Majesty's Letter of the 2d Aprill 1681 procur'd by the said 
Wm. Penn, the said Letter ordering the Lord Baltemore to 
appoint with all convenient Speed some person or persons who 
might in Conjunctione with the Agent or Agents of the said 

See p. 432. 
2 A letter without date, evidently the one here mentioned, will be found 
in Pa. Archives, Vol. I. p. 39. See also Markham's answer to Baltimore, 
infra, p. 433. 
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Wm. Perm make a true Divisione and Separation of the Pro- 
vinces of Maryland and Pensylvania according to the Bounds 
and Degree of Northerne Latitude Expressed in our Letters, 
Pattents by Settling, and Affixing Certaine Land markes 
where they shall appeare to border upon each other which 
are the words of his Majesty's said Letter. 

This Letter of the Kings was little regarded, though Mr. 
Penn's Letter of the 10th Aprill (81) to ye Lord Baltimore 
gave Notable hints for the Speedy Complying with his Ma- 
jesty's Commands in that Letter of the Second Aprill, the 
which the Lord Baltemore was forward enough to have obey'd 
had others had that due reguard to his Majesty's Grace and 
favour therein. But it not Serveing the turne was wholy 
laid aside by Penn's Agent — About the 24th October follow- 
ing Mr. ¥m. Penn comes into Delaware River and came to 
an Anchor afore New Castle and there demanded and tooke 
the Keys of that Towne and men tooke possessione of what 
else his Roy all Highnesse the Duke of Yorke pretends to, 
tho' the same hath beene justly Claim'd by the present Lord 
Baltemore as also by his Father. This being done without 
takeing the least notice of his Highnesse his Governr. at 
New Yorke. And altho' the said Wm. Penn sent a Letter 
by his Secretary to the Lord Baltemore beareing date the 2d 
of November (82) writt at New Castle yett Mr. Penn made 
no mentione of such his proceedings, nor did he order his Sec- 
retary to take any notice thereof, which seem'd a Little 
Strange to the Lord Baltemore, who had beene told by Mr. 
Pen formerly that his Royall Highness the Duke of Yorke 
had made him offers of his pretentions on Delaware and that 
he had refus'd the Duke in regard (as he signified) he knew 
it to be the Lord Baltemores. And of this the Lord Balte- 
more tooke notice to Mr. Penn at their Conference. On the 
13th of December last the Lord Baltemore and Mr. Wm. 
Pen had a Conference at the House of Coll Thomas Taylors 
att the Riclge in Ann Arrundell County to which place the 
said Wm. Pen was so kind as to come. But afore the Con- 
ferrence (which Mr. Penn desir'd should have beene private) 
there was some what spoke by the said Penn which in short 
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was as followeth — Mr. Perm Signified that as the King had 
given him a considerable Tract of land to the backward of 
the Lord Baltemore, he was sensible that without the Lord 
Baltemores good neighboured and kindnese to him a great 
part of that Countrey so given him would prove but a dead 
Lumpe of earth, for without an Inlett the same would be 
ever Uselesse, and therefore he requested the Lord Baltemore 
to be so good and kind a Neighbour as to afford him but a 
back Dore for the Improvement of that which otherwise 
(without such a conveniency) w^ould signifie nothing to him. 
Adding this that what was but the hundredth part of the 
Lord Baltemores interest would be Ninety nine parts of the 
hundred of "VVm. Penns— As this request of Mr. Pens did 
not att all seeme unreasonable to the Lord Baltemore so was 
it not the Lord Baltemores intentions to deny the said Pen 
any Neighbourly and friendly kindnesse, And all that the 
Lord Baltemore then replyed was that he supposed Mr. Penn 
did not expect a speedy answer to his request, which Mr. 
Penn answer'd againe he did not, then the Lord Baltemore 
proposed to Mr. Penn that the Conferrence, he had desir'd 
might be afore his friends and such of the Lord Baltemores 
Councill as were then there, that it w r ould be best and safest 
to have it Publique ; for that an affair of that Concerne to 
them both, being Publiquely Dabated would give most satis- 
faction to the Inhabitants of both Provinces. Mr. Pen then 
Demanded how many persons the Lord Baltemore would 
have present. The Lord Baltemore Desir'd that all the 
friends he had brought with him might be present if he so 
pleas'd and that only six Gentlemen of the Lord Baltemores 
Councill should be thereat. Mr. Penn did att last declare 
that what the Lord Baltemore desir'd was reasonable, faire, 
and Honorable — Then all persons were Called in, and the 
Said Penn begann his discourse which he continued for some 
time after which he pulls out a Letter and gives it the Lord 
Baltemore as the ground and foundation of their further dis- 
course: The Lord Baltemore perceiving it to be a Letter 
from his Majesty, reads the same privately afterwards againe 
to the whole board saying he found by that Letter that his 



424 Pennsylvania and Maryland Boundaries. 

Majesty had beene misinform'd, and to make that out the 
Lord Baltemore reads the Bounds mention'd in his Pattent. 1 
After this the Conferrence held For some houres, the which 
was taken in short hand by the Clarke of the Assembly in 
Maryland and the next morning the Clark brought it faire 
writt out and the same was read approv'd and sign'd by the 
Gentlemen of the Lord Baltemores Councill And had not the 

1 Letter to ye Ld Baltemore abt adjusting ye bounds between their Pro- 
vinces of Maryland §• Pensilvania. 

Right Trusty & Welbeloved Wee greet you well. Whereas by Our Letters 
Patents bearing date ye 4 day of March 168? Wee have been graciously 
pleased out of Our Royall Bounty & ye singular regards Wee have to ye 
meritts & Services of Sr William Penn, deceased, to give & grant To 
Our Trusty and Welbeloved Subject William Penn Esqr. son & heir to the 
said Sr William Penn a certain Tract of Land in America by ye name of 
Pensilvania ; And in as much as ye same according to the Bounds thereof 
expressed in Our said Letters Patents borders on Maryland, Wee think itt 
will very much conduce as well to Our Service & the improvement & meliora- 
tion of ye said Colonies, as to ye benefitt of the particular Planters in both, 
that the boundaries between them be set forth & ascertained, which cannot 
by any method be so certainly effected, as by an admeasurement of ye two 
degrees North from Watkins Point the expresse South Bounds in your 
Patent & already so setled by Commissioners between Yirginia & Maryland ; 
& being willing to give the said William Penn all fitting encouragement in 
planting ye said Province, for preventing all disputes which may disturb an 
amicable & neighbourly correspondence between you two, & Our Subjects 
under your respective commands We have thought fitt hereby to recommend 
ye same in a most particular manner to you, willing and requiring, you that 
with all possible speed, upon the receipt hereof, to proceed to determin ye 
Northern Bounds of your Province, as ye same borders on Pensilvania, by 
an admeasurement of the two degrees granted in your Patent, according to 
ye usuall computation of Sixty English Miles to a Degree, beginning from 
the South bounds of Maryland as ye same are already setled by Com- 
missioners, as is above mentioned, that so Our Subjects transporting them- 
selves into Pensilvania may receive no discouragement by loss of time to ye 
prejudice of Our Service & their concerns. And so Wee bid you very 
heartily farewell. Given &c Windsor Augst 19 1682 in ye 34th year of 
Our Reign 

By His Majesty's Command 

Conway. 
To Our Tr &c Charls Ld Baltemore Proprietary of Our Province of 

Maryland. . 
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said Perm bin hastened and hurried away by, many quakers 
that are Inhabitants of Maryland to a meeting that day, Mr. 
Penn had had a Coppy of the said Conferrence with him ; 
but loath he was to stay so long and therefore requested the 
Lord Baltemore to send him one, which accordingly has bin 
Done. The Lord Baltemore with the Gentlemen of his 
Councill waited on Mr. Penn to the place where the friends 
meeting was to be that day and there tooke his leave and 
parted with the said Penn who the next day went to a Generall 
Meeting at Choptanch River in Talbott County where the 
Lord Baltemore had order'd Coll Philamon Lloyd and his 
Major with some horsemen to wait on the said Pen in his 
returne : This is whatt past betweene the Lord Baltemore 
and Wm, Penn who by Agreement are to meet some time in 
March next for the finding out the Degree of forty Northerly 
Latitude. The King's Letter which Mr. Penn deliver'd at the 
Conferrence to the Lord Baltemore beareing Date the 19th 
Day of August 1682 in the foure and thirtith yeare of his 
Majesties Eeigne makes men ti one of an Admeasurement of 
two Degrees According to the usuall Computatione of Sixty 
miles to a degree to be the best and Certaine Method of Set- 
ting forth and Ascertaining the Boundaries betweene Mary- 
land and Pensylvania, But the Lord Baltemore humbly con- 
ceiveing that his Majesty had received some misinformatione 
touching the Bounds of his Province, Did att this Confer- 
rence produce his Pattent, and the Bounds of the same w r ere 
read to Mr. Penn, and the Gentlemen then att the Board. 
After which Mr. Pefin propos'd as a more equall way for him 
and the Lord Baltemore to take their Commencement from 
the Capes which (as the said Penn affirm'd) lay in thirty 
Seven Degees and five Minutes, and yet haveing bin received 
for a long time to be the true Latitude of the Capes, and by 
which Masters of Shipps have governed themselves would 
be as well for the Lord Baltemore as the said Wm. Penn. 
Urgeing that an uncertainty of so long standing would be 
better then to runn into a new Eror, which discourse of Mr. 
Penn's Seemed to Show a jealousie in him, and Not to Carry 
much reason with it, or which many of the Gentlemen then 
Vol. vl— 28 
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present imagin'd rather Proceeded from an Unwillingnesse 
to have the Bounds ascertain'd the surest, and most Certaine 
way, which as the Lord Baltemore had often urged might be 
by a Sextant of Six, eight or tenn foot Diameter, which 
being large and fixt in a frame And the frame Standing sure 
upon firme ground, must, by all Artists, be held a more Cer- 
taine way of taking an observation then by a Small Sea 
Quadrant, and that held up by the hand which is alwayes in 
Motione and the Persons perhapps aboard a Shipp who tooke 
the Latitude of the Capes ; where there was the Shakeing of 
the hand, and Error in the Instrument besides the unskill- 
fullnesse and Ignorance of those observators against which 
Mr. Penn spoake so much. But in a fixt Instrument of the 
Diameter afore said, and that sett in a frame on firm Land, a 
Certaine observatione may be taken and that without the 
helpe of an Horrison, and this, Mr. Penn it's believ'd knew 
well enough to be the Surest way ; But he haveing bin mis- 
inform'd as to the degree of forty Northerly Latitude (which 
he was assur'd would fall Lower then Saxafras River in the 
Bay of Cheaseapeack as by their false Mapp3 appeares, and 
haveing assured his friends, and particularly those of his late 
Societie for Trade, 1 that all the Head of the said Bay would 
fall within Pensylvania is now unwilling to have the truth 
discoverd. For whilst Mr. Penn and his friends were kept 
in their said Error about the degree of forty then the Lord 
Baltemore was prest to have an observation taken, and his 
Majesty's Comands in the first Letter of the 2d Aprill 1681, 
Complyed with ; But that first Letter not serveing the Turne 
another was procur'd, upon as great a misinformation to his 
Majesty as could be given. 

And it will also appeare that upon such Blind observations 
as are usually taken by Masters off Shipps (who often times 
are no more Artists then just to Saile their Shipps to ports 
by guesse) these great mistakes have risen. For Mr. Penn 
did owne to the Lord Baltemore that both his Majesty and 
the Lords of the Councill were assur'd that New Castle lay 

1 The Free Society of Traders. — Ed. 
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Seaven Eight or tenn Miles to the forward of the fortith 
degree Northerly Latitude whereas Mr. Perm his Deputy 
¥m, Markham and the Cheife of the friends (Called Quakers) 
have since own'd that New Castle lyes some Miles to the 
Southward of that Degree. Now whereas the said Penn 
desires to have an Admeasurement from the Capes to the 
Degree of forty, offering that, as the mo£t equall way ; Tis 
well knowne that, that can never be Effected by reason, the 
Wayes from the Capes to Wattkins point are not passable, 
there being not onely Waters to pass over, but likewise such 
rotten grownes as no person can gett through and from Wat- 
kins point (the Lord Baltimore's South bounds) there are 
Severall large Rivers to Crosse over, besides, that a due North 
Line will Cross Cheseapeack Bay towards the upper part 
thereof; And for these reasons (were there no other) these 
offers and Proposealls of Mr. Pen's to the Lord Baltemore 
can never be complyed with, and so consequently the Degree 
of forty must be taken as the Lord Baltemore att the Con- 
ferrence did Propose. C. Baltemore. 

To Answer my Lord Baltemors letter to me of the 11 July 1682, 
will be Sufficient to Gleare my selfe of what he hath Charged 
me wth untill that day, it being a repetition of ye Jornall he 
kept, but cannot begin my answer, with ye begining of his letter, 
he haveing began, ivith ye Mid of The Story. 

The Lettr I sent my lord from the Head of The Bay, bore 
date ye 25 of 7ber. 81, Occasioned by my long passage up 
thether haveing spent most of the Time I intended for my 
jorny to New York, or to have sent thether, to borrow Coll 
Morrisses Instrument, by which I Desired tenn dayes longer, 
after I gott home (being very ill) sent a second letter to My 
lord, which he mentions ye Receipt off, but before it came to 
him hand I had one from him ; of ye 10th 8ber. 81 (which he 
cunningly would evade mentioning) wherein he tells me, he 
could not come upp that year for fear of ye ffrost ; but would 
wholely lay the not Meeting that year to me — To mine of 
the 17th March 8 J- I might reasonably Expected an answer 
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before ye 22d of May, which was the day I Reed his of ye 14th 
Ibid, in which he Tells me he had Ended his Sessions of As- 
sembly, and setting his business in ordr to meet me ye begin- 
ing of ye Next Month, with out regard to any affaires of 
Mine, ye which at that time was very Urgent; for haveing in- 
gaged to pay ye Indians for the land I had bought of them 
before ye Middle of June, in Expectation of which They de- 
fer'd their hunting till it was allmost too late for that year : 
and if they had gon before I had pay'd them wee could not 
have had any land that yeare to seat the people on that daly 
came there ; it being our custome not to use any land un- 
bought of ye Natives, a Thing My Lord Baltemore's a 
Stranger to haveing taken all his by ftbrce, Never purchased 
any of ye poor Natives nor did he ever mention his haveing 
an Instrument, as I Desired by mine, altho' he knew I had 
none, but that had sent to New York to borrow one, which 
was not yett come, nor had it, had not I gon myself and In- 
gaged for its security, on ye 26 of May seing a necessity for 
my goeing to New York : as afore said sent an Express to 
my Lord Baltemore, supposeing it might be with him before 
his setting out, with orders at home, that if they heard of 
my Lords coming, to send an express to me to New York, 
My Lord here takes notice of the receipt of mine of ye 
26th May, and that in it I mention ye 10th June, but not 
ye occasion, which was to desire it might be put off till I 
came ffrom New York, but 'tis his lordshipps way of show- 
ing his polliticks and now Sr I begg leave, that I might not 
ftbllow his lordshipps Immethodicall Method, to leave his 
letter of ye 11 of July a while, and come to some others of 
his and agents, that I might ye more easily Keep the path I 
besfan in. here ou^ht to be read his letter of the 1 June 82, 
by which he Excuses his not coming him selfe as he had pro- 
mised, but that he had sent his Com rs , and hop'd they would 
meet with persons the alike quallified this very letter was 
brought by ye Com rs themselves and ye ffirst time I ever 
heard he had an intent to send Com rs and therefore no won- 
der they were disappoyntd of meeting any the like quallyfiVl 
with this letter I received one from his Com rs Dated from 
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Augustine Harmans, ye 10th June 82, they were both brought 
me to New York by George Goforth, in this letter they 
Desired I would dispatch persons with Instruments to Joyne 
with them; in order to this I shipp off an Instrument at 
New York on board of Cregers Sloop, and took my Jorny 
by land to meet them, when the Sloop arrived ot New Cas- 
tle, my lord Balt rs Com rs were there, and understanding the 
Instrument I had borrowed was on board, Did by ye means 
of the Dutch Inhabitants of ye Towne, procure the Master 
(he being a dutch man) to bring it on shoare, and there they 
used it as you may see by my Lords letter of 11 July : (a 
Confidence I never mett the like to dare to touch an Instru- 
ment that was to be used by the Contrary partie and so pri- 
vately that no ffriend of ours was by) now how honest this 
will appeare before all sober men, as his lordshipp is pleased 
to say of my actions, I know not ; but in my opinion they 
that dont Take it for Knavery will be mistaken ; I begg par- 
don for this digression. The day after they had used the 
Instrument. I came downe to New Castle, beleeving the 
Com rs had been there, but they were gon the night before. 
The next Morning I sent Mr. Haig to Augustine Harmans, 
in hopes to a found them there, but they were gon before he 
came there, but on the same day what reason these Gentlemen 
had to goe back, when they saw the Instrument, and was 
told I was near home, I Can't Imagine. July ye 7th 82. I 
sent to my lord to give him an accot, that I made all possible 
Speed to meet his Com rs strangely I mist them, & how 
ready I was now to Joyne with them, now I had secured pay 
for ye Indians — by a lettr ffrom my Lord of ye 14th Augt. 
82. he tells that some time ye Next Month he intendes to send 
his Comrs up againe, and perhapps come himselfe, the which 
accordingly he did, a particular jornall of it I have writt by 
it selfe. 

"Wm. Markbara Gent maketh Oath that this is a true answer to all the 
Allegations (yet kno T *ne) alleged by the Lord Baltaraore. 

Wm. Markham. 

Haveing had advice as I was up the River of My Lord 
Baltemores being at New Castle made what possible Speed 
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I could Downe to wayt on him & on ye 23d of 7ber, about 
tenn at night, gott into Upland Creiek where being told my 
Lord Baltemore was at my lodging at Robt Waides, lay 
that night at Upland. The next Morning way ted on my 
Lord, but his lordshipp haveing a great reteineu with him, 
and every one something to say to me, I Desired Mr. Haig 
he would take notice what passed between us and write it 
downe, for I feared they would hardly give me soe much 
time as to doe it; about Three dayes after his Lordshp was 
gon I Desired Mr. Haig to give me in writeing, what he had 
noted passed at ye time afore said, the which he did as ffbl- 
loweth 

Saterday 7ber: 23d 1682 The Lord Baltemore accom- 
panied wth Coll: Corsie, Majr Sea well, Majr Sawyer, and 4 
of his owne Commisrs and forty men Armed with Carbines 
pistolls, and Swords, came from New Castle to Upland and 
lay all night at Robt. Wayds : Sunday 24th being not a day 
of Business Baltemore desired that he might see his owne In- 
strument, and that of Coll Morrises sett up, that he might 
know how they did agree, in order to proceed the next day 
for laying out ye line of Dewision betwixt the two provinces, 
but after the Instruments were sett up and none appoynted 
to mind them but the lord Baltemores one men by his order, 
they told the lord that They found Upland to ly in ye Lattd 
39d. 45'. 

Munday, 25th 7ber This Morning his Lordshp desired that 
he might be admitted to goe further up the river, that he 
might run as farr up as the line of 40 where ever it was to 
be found, but Gor Markham told him that he conceived that 
from Twelve miles above New Castle and soe upward upon 
Delaware river his lordshp had no reason of Claime, because 
he had no Interest therein being appropriated to his Mastr 
Win Penn, by lettrs Pattents granted to him by the King 
begining Twelve miles distance northward of New Castle 
Towne: Unto ye 43d C0 r of Northern lattitude, unto which 
the lord Baltemore reply ed, that he was not To consult what 
was granted to Mr. Penn, but what his Majty had granted 
to himselfe many years before ; he granted Mr. P. his pat- 
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tent, and that he found he had Included all the land on ye 
Westward most side of Delaware river unto ye Lattitude of 
ye fortyeth degree within his lordshipps said pattent ; unto 
which Gor Markham replyed, That as his Lordshipp was 
pleased to Consult his one pattent, and give what Construc- 
tions upon the said pattent his lordship thought most proper 
for his purpose, he as his Mastrs ffaithfull Servant & not at 
all being made knowne to ye Contents of his lordships pat- 
tent had read and perused ye Kings Majts lettrs pattents 
granted unto Willm Penn, which he at that Time produced 
to his lordship under the great seale of England, and there 
found as is here Expresed that his Majty has been gra- 
tiously pleased by letters pattents, bareing date ye 4th of 
March last past doe give and grant unto W P. Esqr &c all that 
Tract of land in America Called by ye name of Pennsilvania, 
as the same is bounded on the East by Delaware river, from 
12 Miles distance Northwards of New Castle Towne, unto ye 
43 degree of Northern lattde, and Dayted ye 2d day of 
Aprill 1682 for these reasons Gor Markham tould his lord- 
ship, That he Could not allow him to Take further observa- 
tions, because Mr Penns Pattent took its begining 12 miles 
from New Castle and for the reasons his Majty had to doe 
soe (which was often questioned by ye Lord Baltemore and 
Alleadged on his lordshipps part that his Majesty had been 
misinform'd) he dares not be soe presumtive to inquire into 
his Majtys reason, he being allwayes the Master and In- 
terpriter of his owne reasons unto whom he refer'd his lord- 
shipp for answer, his lordship was pleased to Say Mr. Penn 
might goe there for answer if he pleased, for his owne part 
he had no reason nor would goe before his Majesty nor Coun- 
cill Table for any such Matter, but would take his owne 
where he found it ; The lord Baltemor by owne of his artists 
or Comm rs was pleased to object that if wee began 12 miles 
above New Castle, and respected the Towne as our Contre, 
how could wee fetch our Sweep to touch the Meridian line 
of 40, it being a Matter in his lordshipps Esteem impractica- 
ble unto which Gor Markham replyed, that in that they were 
as farr at a loss as in ye foregoeing argument, for that as he 
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would show them ; and at that time produced the letter? 
pattents granted by his Majesty to Wm. Penn, his Majesty 
had not Concluded the Towne of New Castle to be ye Contre, 
but That ye 40th degree was the Contre and ye Circle of The 
12 miles to ye Northward of New Castle was only to respect 
ye 40th degree, as its Centre, unto which They said his Ma- 
jesty must have long Compasses; The Go vr made answer be 
hoped they would not limmett his Majesty's Compasses 
These and such like arguments being often disputed and re- 
peated on both sides, his lordshipp desired of Go vr Markham 
his reasons under his hand, why he would not allow or Con- 
curr with his lordshipp to lay out the line on delaware river, 1 
unto which Go vr Markham agreed — after his lordshipp -had 
perused Go vr Markhams reasons, and ready to take boat to 
goe towards New Castle where he and Go™ Markham had 
appoynted to meet in order to lay out the line of De vision 
betwixt the Two provinces uppon Chessapeak Bay and the 
Rivers respecting that Bay, his lordship was pleased to call his 

1 To his Exelly My Lord Baltemore. 

Where as your lordship hath been pleased to Desire a reason of me under 
my Hand why I Concurr not with your Lordshipp in laying out the bounds of 
this province Pennsilvania upon Delaware river ; My Lord This is my reason 
that as I received all yt part of The river Delaware beginning 12 Miles 
above New Castle Towne and so Upwards, ffrom The Government of New 
York which is according to The Express words of his Majesty's Letters 
Patents To our Proprietory Wm Penn Esqr I most humbly Conceive That 
I am not to be accoumptable to any other person Then his Majesty or Royall 
Highness ffor any part of This Province laying upon Delaware River & 
soe bounded but if your Lordshipp be willing to lay out ye bounds betwixt 
This Province and your Lordshipps Laying towards Chessapeake Bay and 
The rivers on That side I am ready and willing to wayte upon your Lordship 
for yt End & purpose. 

Upland in Pennsylvania 7ber : 29th 1682. 

I am my lord your Ldshipps 

most Humble Servt 
Wm. Markham. 

Wm. Markham maketh oath that the 
above mentioned is a true Copy deliver'd 
by me to ye Lord Baltemore. 

Wm. Markham. 
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people together and there declare, he was then in Maryland; 
unto which Go vr Markham answered, he was under a Mistake, 
for he was in Pennsilvania no saies My lord Baltemore, I am in 
Maryland, and will settle some of These people about me here, 
upon which Go vr Markham Tould him, that if his lordshipp 
was in Earnest and if they were not words of Course, that 
then seeing the debate between his Master Penn and his lord- 
shipp could not be other wise desided, their pretences being 
both by lettrs Pattents from the King, that he perceived his 
Majesty was the most proper person to end that Differance, 
but his lordship reply'd no he would not goe before his Ma- 
jesty, the land was his, and as soon as they had ftbund where 
the line of 40 would ffall upon Chessapeak Bay, he would 
come with his Eastern line and take possession of this part 
of The river and* above it Tenn Miles, but Go vr Markham re- 
plyed, that he had received this river and Every part Thereof 
12 Miles above New Castle by Vertue of lettrs pattents from 
the King, in favour of his Master Perm, ffrom the goverment 
of New York, but had no order to deliver it up to any man, 
nor suffer any person to keep possession of it, and unless he 
received such or the like orders ffrom Mr. Penn, he would 
keep it untill his Master Penns arrivall, which he did not doubt 
but would be very shortly ; and desired his lordshipp would 
referr all to his Coming but his lordship would not ccrnsent 
then the lord Baltemore took boat and went to Markiss hook 
at Chichester and there went ffrom house to house prohibite- 
ing the inhabitants to pay any more quitt rents to Mr. Penn, 
telling them, that ye land was his, and that he would sud- 
denly returne and take possession of it, and that they were 
cheated and Deceived by Will: Penns Depty Govern which 
Caused such a Consternation in the Inhabitants of Those 
parts, and in the Inhabitants of Upland, that ye next day 
when Gor Markham was ready with his boat, his Instruments 
on board, his horses provided to goe by land, and all other 
materialls ready to wayte upon his lordshipp at New Castle, 
according to appoyntment from thence to goe to finde the 
line of 40 upon the rivers towards Maryland; the Inhabitants 
afore said being Terrified by ye reason afore said came to ye 
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Go vr and desired to be removed from their habitations as 
Conseiveing themselves not safe nor secure, by reason of his 
lordshipps un-Expeeted clame, which obliged Gor Markham to 
Consult the persons of his Councill most Concerned in the pro- 
vince ; who was not willing he should at this time goe out of 
the province, but remaine to quiett the disturb'd people and 
therefore advised him to write to ye lord Baltemore. 1 

Wm. Markham Gente maketh Oath that all the contents within mentionend 
are true to the best of his knowledge. Wm. Markham. 



1 See Pa. Archives, Vol. I. p. 39. 



